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On Dec. 11, the Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc. cele-

brated its 50th Anniversary at the annual meeting held at the Mid-
Ohio Conference Center in Mans�eld. 

The event welcomed nearly 260 attendees, including service pro-
viders, corporate board members, community partners and local dig-
nitaries, to honor the agency’s half-century of dedication to serving 
older adults.

The Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc. provides leader-
ship, collaboration, coordination and services to older adults, people 
with disabilities, their caregivers and resource networks that support 
individual choice, independence and dignity. 

Area Agency on Aging marks 50 years at annual meeting
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 Juvenile detention facility earns 
100% rating four years running

The Richland County Juvenile Court was recently noti�ed that 
the detention facility earned a 100% rating for the fourth consecu-
tive year.

The Ohio Department of Youth Services conducted its annual au-
dit and inspection and found the facility to be fully compliant with 
the more than 350 mandatory and recommended standards set forth 
in the Ohio Administrative Code. The code governs such areas as 
child safety and security, health care, and education, as well as food 
service, staff training, and facility administration.

The 25 bed facility provides a secure and rehabilitative environ-
ment for youth determined to be of potential risk to the community 
or themselves, and serves Richland and several other Ohio counties.  
Daily programming includes year-round educational classes by cer-
ti�ed teachers, physical �tness activities, life skills training and var-
ious other activities.

“The operation of a detention facility is very complex.  I would like 
to express my sincere appreciation for the entire staff who made this 
rating possible” said Juvenile Court Judge Steve McKinley.  Richland 
County Commissioner Cliff Mears wrote “Congratulations to all who 
contributed to this important accomplishment. Well done.”

The annual meeting was supported by Platinum Sponsors Me-
chanics Bank, Freedom Caregivers and ES Consulting. Proceeds 
from the event will fund scholarships for students pursuing educa-
tion or certi�cation in �elds related to aging services, emphasizing 
the Agency’s commitment to fostering the next generation of profes-
sionals in this critical sector.

Chief Clinical Of�cer Diane Ramey and Board President Ja-
son Painley presided over the gathering, celebrating the Agency’s 
achievements in 2024 and its legacy of service since its inception 
in 1974. CEO Duana Patton, who has been a transformative lead-
er since becoming the third CEO in 2006, shared highlights of the 
Agency’s growth and its continued commitment to adapting to the 
evolving needs of older adults.

Jason Painley encapsulated the signi�cance of the occasion, stat-
ing, “The 50th Anniversary of the Area Agency on Aging is a mile-
stone that is not just a re�ection of our past — it’s a celebration of 
the present and a commitment to the future.”

A central part of the event was the recognition of individuals and 
organizations whose contributions have been instrumental in ad-
vancing the Agency’s mission.

The Project Collaboration Award went to the Richland County 
Regional Planning Commission. Executive Director, Jotika Shetty,  
said, “It was with great pleasure that we had the opportunity to col-
laborate with the Area Agency on Aging. I want to recognize my 
team who are here with me. They show up for the community every 
day and are truly invested in making sure the options, especially in 
transportation, are available to everyone in our community.” They 
are recognized for their visionary partnership and commitment to 
improving transportation services for older adults and individuals 
with disabilities in Richland County.

The Elected Of�cial Award was presented to Mayor Steven Schag 
of Shelby. Schag will enter his eleventh year in of�ce, making him 
the longest serving mayor in the history of Shelby. He has served 
since 2015 and also is a former councilman! His collaborative nature 
has strengthened connections across the Area Agency on Aging’s 
planning and service area.  

“Every day I’m reminded that this role is not about me, it’s about 
the calling to serve with humility, compassion and integrity. It is a

(Continued on Page 20)
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A movie that is sure to be 
nominated this awards season is 
Edward Berger’s Conclave. 

Based on a book, 
Conclave stars Ralph 
Fiennes as Cardinal 
Lawrence. 

Upon the death of 
the pope, Lawrence 
is tasked with being 
the manager of the 
conclave as the car-
dinals come togeth-
er to choose a new 
pope. What Law-
rence does not know 
is that being locked 
in the building will 
reveal many secrets that Law-
rence has to maneuver, decipher 
and solve in order to make sure 
the cardinal that seeks to be the 
pope has a clean slate. 

Fiennes gives a terri� c per-
formance as Lawrence. He has 
a steely determination and also 
sadness at times as he does not 
desire the papacy though others 
see him a perfect � t. 

Another cardinal named Bel-
lini (Stanley Tucci) wants to 
make sure his viewpoints are 
honored. 

Cardinal Tremblay (John 
Lithgow) was the last person to 
meet with the pope and there 
are rumors about that conver-
sation and a few others in the 
mix are either unknown to this 
group or their viewpoints con-
� ict with what others would 
deem acceptable. 

Berger, who’s last � lm was 
a truly excellent remake of All 
Quiet on the Western Front, 
gives an inside look at the pro-

cess of choosing a new pope, 
which was very interesting. 

Every actor is great in their 
role, though this 
movie belongs to Fi-
ennes, who is in ev-
ery scene. 

Isabella Rossellini 
gives a small and ef-
fective performance 
as a nun who is try-
ing to cover up some 
of these secrets.  

Conclave is a good 
� lm, though not as 
engaging as I would 
have liked. Some of 
the mysteries are in-

teresting though not particular-
ly shocking as they have been 
played out in other movies. 

The movie really works when 
Fiennes is investigating and the 
moves he has to make to � nd the 
answers works very well in the 
con� nes of these claustrophobic 
hallways without any outside 
communication. 

Conclave is a good � lm that is 
elevated by its performances and 
writing especially by the great 
Ralph Fiennes. 

How the cardinals choose the 
pope and the entire behind the 
scenes look at that process is so 
interesting and the movie does 
a � ne job showing that process 
while combining this story with 
a � ne mystery as secrets unfold 
and choices are made. 

This movie is now available to 
stream on Peacock. 

Photo By Ashley Kuhn Kauffman
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As holiday celebrations continue into December, the American 
Red Cross encourages donors to keep the blood supply top of mind 
by giving blood or platelets this month. Type O negative blood do-
nors and those giving platelets are especially urged to give now to 
help ensure patients can continue to receive the care they need in 
the coming weeks.

Schedule an appointment this December by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). Those who come to give Dec. 16–Jan. 3 
will receive an exclusive Red Cross long-sleeved t-shirt.

Upcoming blood donation opportunities:
Wednesday, Dec. 18, noon to 6 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario; 7 am 

to 1 pm, K of C Hall, 208 Vernon Rd., Shelby; and noon to 6 pm, 
Planktown Country Market, 1921 Free Rd., Shiloh

Friday, Dec. 20, noon to 5 pm, Resurrection Parish, 2600 Lexing-
ton Ave., Lexington

Saturday, Dec. 21, 8 am to 2 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario
Tuesday, Dec. 24, 9 am to 2 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario
Thursday, Dec. 26, noon to 6 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario
Friday, Dec. 27, 10 am to 3 pm, YMCA, 750 Scholl Rd., Mans� eld
Saturday, Dec. 28, 9 am to 2 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 9 am to 2 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario
Friday, Jan. 3, noon to 6 pm, Richland Mall, Ontario

Red Cross offers gifts to donors 
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News Briefs
A recycling trailer will be in the parking lot at Ontario United 

Methodist Church, 3540 Park Avenue West, Dec. 28 and 29. Accept-
able items include steel and aluminum cans, crushed milk jugs, de-
tergent bottles, plastic bottles with number 1 or 2 on the bottom, 
broken down cardboard, all papers included with the newspaper but 
no other magazines or paper. Please remove caps from bottles and 
rinse all containers well.

H
Community Bible Church, 1043 Springmill St., Mans�eld, will 

host a candlelight Christmas Eve service on Tueday, Dec. 24, at 4 pm.
This will be a family service for all ages.

H
Richland County adults 60 and older are invited to penny bingo 

games on Mondays from April to December at the Lincoln Highway 
Event Center, 1361 Park Avenue East, Mans�eld (Madison area). 
Bingo starts at 11:30 am with doors opening at 10 am.

Fifteen games of penny bingo and full house will be played. Cost 
is a penny a card for 15 games and a nickel a card for full house. This 
is a 100% payout. Snacks are provided. 

To RSVP, call Kathy Boyle at 419-543-1813. These events are sup-
ported and funded by the Richland County Senior Services Levy, ad-
ministered by the Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc.

H
A Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held at Mans�eld 

1st Presbyterlan Church, 399 S. Trimble Rd., Mans�eld, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, at 6 pm. This is a family friendly event, where children are 
welcome and is a traditional Christmas Eve worship service of “Les-
sons and Carols”. Those attending will alternate between scripture 
and song and conclude with the singing of “Silent Night” and the 
lighting of personal, individual candles to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, “the Light of the World.”

H
Trinity Grace Fellowship, 1592 Grace St., Mans�eld, will hold a 

hymn sing during its regular 9:30 am worship service on Sunday, 
Dec. 29. The church will also hold a Christmas Eve service at 7 pm 
on Tuesday, Dec. 24.

H
First Congregational Church, 640 Millsboro Rd., Mans�eld, has 

announced the holiday schedule. Each Sunday in December, Advent 
season will be celebrated with communion, special events and fel-
lowship. 

On Dec. 24, at 7 pm, a candlelight Christmas Eve service will be 
held. This special service is designed for all to re�ect and remember 
the reason for the season. Held in the historic sanctuary, the services 
will be lit by candlelight.

Sunday services are held at 8:30 am and 10:30 am and all are wel-
come. Services are also broadcast via Facebook. Nursery services are 
available at 10:30 am. Elevators to each �oor are also available.

H
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, 25 Church St., Bellville, 

will welcome Hayley Young and Jen Gibson to present an interactive 
and social justice-themed pageant at 6 pm on Tuesday, Dec. 24. This 
will also be a candlelight service. 

On Sunday, Dec. 22, at 10:30 am the Advent Candle of Love will 
be featured with speaker Christopher Reynolds

A Winter Solstice Potluck & Sacred Fire Ceremony will begin at 1 
pm, followed by athe �re ceremony led by Christopher Reynolds at 
2 pm. The group will gather at Sacred Stones Mystical Farm, 3072 
Rt. 430, Mans�eld. For information visit www.allsoulsuuohio.org.
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Clay Memorial Lutheran Church
1601 Amoy East Rd., Mansfi eld 

419-747-6882
Pastor Carol Kilgore

Sunday School 9:15 am
Sunday Worship 10:30 am

Clear Fork Alliance Church
1008 State Route 97, Bellville 

419-886-4333 • www.clearforkalliance.org
Rev. Matt Merendino 

Rev. Mike Stine, Associate Pastor
9 am Sunday School • 10 am Sunday Worship

Sunday Evening 6 pm Home Groups
Monday Men’s Group 7:30 pm

Wednesday evenings: 6:45 pm Prayer Meeting
6:30–8 pm TeamKID and Youth Group

Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 6:30–8 pm

Community Bible Church
1043 Springmill St., Mansfi eld 

567-560-8011 
www.DiscoverCommunity.org

Pastor Sam Belsterling 
10:30 am Sunday Worship

Live stream at https://www.facebook.com/
CommunityBibleChurchMansfi eld

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

200 West Third St., Mansfi eld 
419-524-4813 • mansfi eld1stcc1833@gmail.com

Rev. Gregory Bibler
Offi ce Hours: Tu., W., Th. 9 am to 1 pm

10:30 am Sunday Worship
Christian Builders, Sunday, 9:30 am

www.FirstChristianChurchMansfi eld.com
FB: FirstChristianChurch,Mansfi eld,Ohio

First Congregational Church
640 Millsboro Rd., Mansfi eld 

419-756-3046 • www.mansfi eldfcc.com
Pastor Brad Bunn 

8:30 am Chapel • 10:30 am Sanctuary
Sunday School 10:30 am

First English Lutheran Church
53 Park Avenue West, Mansfi eld

419-522-0662 • www.felc-mansfi eld.org
Pastor Jay Jackson

9 am Sunday School • 10 am Sunday Worship
Call about Prayer Groups, Small Groups, Bible 

Studies, Book Clubs, Pub Theology, Community 
Meals, Free Produce distribution and Senior Boxes.

Hope Lutheran Church
(Formerly St. Paul & St. Timothy)

2010 Park Avenue West, Mansfi eld
419-529-4351 • www.lutheranhope.org

Pastor Jonathan Stufft
9:30 am Sunday Worship

10 am Thursday Bible Study
Free Breakfast 2nd Saturdays 9 am

Free Dinner 4th Sundays 5 pm

Lexington Presbyterian Church
35 Church St. West, Lexington 

419-884-1330 
Pastor Denny Nezrick 

10:30 am Sunday Worship
https://www.facebook.com/Lexington-Pres-

byterian-Church-117768414915815

Wappner  Funeral Home
Mansfi eld • Ontario • Ashland 

419-522-5211
G & M Body & Paint Shop

1689 West Fourth St., Ontario 
419-529-2747

Mansfi eld 1st EPC
399 Trimble Rd., Mansfi eld 

419-756-7066 • www.mansfi eld1st.com
Rev. Joseph Yerger

9 am Adult & Youth Sunday School 
10 am Sunday Worship 

ADA Accessible Nursery 
and Children’s Programming Available

Mansfi eld Baptist Temple
752 N. Stewart Rd., Mansfi eld 
419-589-5413 • www.mbt.org

Pastor Rob Kurtz
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am & 5:30 pm Sunday Worship 
7 pm Wednesday Service

Ontario United Methodist Church
3540 Park Avenue West., Ontario 
419-529-4345 • ontarioumc.com

Pastor George Lee
10:15 am Sunday Worship
10:15 am Kingdom Kids

St. John’s United Church of Christ
68 Park Avenue East, Mansfi eld 

419-522-2813 • www.stjohnsmansfi eld.org
Pastor Faith Proietti

10 am Sunday Worship 
Offi ce hours: Mon–Fri 9am to 1pm
   AA Meetings M & F 10 am & noon; 

Wed. noon Brown Bag and Sat. 6 pm
Clothing Ministry by appt: 419-512-9817

Trinity Grace Fellowship
1592 Grace St., Mansfi eld 

419-589-5890 • trinitygracefellowship.org
Pastor Larry Carnes

9:30 am Sunday Worship 
11 am Sunday School

Bible Study Mondays 2 pm

Church Directory

The Ontario Board of Education met Dec. 10, for the regular meet-
ing. Stingel Principal Kimberly Johnson, third grade teacher Aman-
da Secrist and students gave a presentation about the Storyteller So-
ciety afterschool club.

The board approved creating a new administrative position enti-
tled middle school assistant principal. Jordyn Eckert will serve in the 
position for one year and seven months, $75,907.20.

The board approved revisions to the administrators/central of� ce 
staff/other administrators salary and fringe bene� t agreement.

Employment was granted to certi� cated substitute teachers for 
the 2024–’25 school year including Lydia Ackerman, Stingel; Ken-
tee Baker, Stingel/middle school/high school; Natalie Johnson, Stin-
gel/middle school/high school; and Whitney Davis, Stingel/middle 
school/high school.

Substitute classi� ed staff personnel hired for the 2024–’25 school 
year are Bonnie Cheek, cook; Jennifer Forsythe, secretary; and Em-
ma Mullins, cook.

Trinity Spackey was approved to compete with Ashland High 
School in OHSAA sanctioned gymnastics for the 2024–’25 school 
year. There will be no cost to Ontario Schools.

Extracurricular/supplemental staff personnel hired for the 2024–

’25 school year are Maggie Love, freshman basketball cheerlead-
ing coach, $865.50; Taylor Komives, high school wrestling assistant 
coach, $3,637; Riley Kleshinski, middle school volunteer assistant 
coach, $0; Jonny King, winter/spring strength coach, $5,370; and 
Brian Foltz, eighth grade girls volunteer basketball coach, $0.

The board approved the Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
Plan, effective Jan. 1, 2025 for employees enrolled in the employer’s 
medical plan and are not eligible for HSA.

A transportation contract, in lieu of bus transportation, was ap-
proved for Ny’cier Jamison. A stipend was approved for Kari Tarvin 
as a piano accompanist, $800.

Donations were accepted from Ontario Lions Club, Stingel school 
supplies, estimated $100 value; Stingel PTO, $100 for the Drug Pre-
vention Fund; anonymous, $2,420 for boys’ soccer; and Tavens Con-
tainer Inc., $1,500 for girls basketball.

Warrior Wishmakers donations came from Jason and Carrie Mori-
tz, $100; Lauren Kehl, $40; Ontario Chapter 256/Ohio Association 
Public School EMP, $100; Randall and Shelley Harvey, $100; Michael 
and Carrie Murray, $120; Roger Nikiforow, $25; Arnold’s Landscap-
ing, LLC, $250; Brandon and Tara Hall, $250; Minutemen Ohio

(Continued on Page 5) 

Ontario creates middle school assistant principal position
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Obituary Listings for 
Wappner Funeral Directors

Tina Louise Johnson, November 26
Donald “Doc” Daugherty, December 7
Terry Jean Roberts, December 7
Tyler Shawn Jacobs, December 8
Angela K Kipp, December 9
Richard “Rick” Duane Ward, December 9
Joann Elizabeth Boliantz, December 10
Michael James Norris, December 11
Larry E. Rush, December 13
Arlene Catherine Sanford, December 13

View Full Obituaries at www.dignitymemorial.com

(Continued from Page 4)
 Comp Managed Care Organization, $500; David and Angela Eyerly, 
$100; Nick and Kelley Caporini, $100; OMS Penny Stall,  $1,522.36; 
Kari Tarvin, $150; Doug and Danielle Basham, $100; and anony-
mous, $1,365.60. Facility requests were granted to Erika Myers, (Girl 
Scouts Troop #3591 and #3637) for use of Stingel for Girl Scout meet-
ing; and Rose Feagin (Girl Scouts of Ohio Heartland) for use of Stin-
gel library for parent meetings.

A date and time were set for the January organizational meeting 
and an appointment of President Pro Tem was made for the January 
organizational meeting. The next meeting will be Jan. 14.

•Ontario creates new position
The Ohio Department of Development and the Ohio District 5 Ar-

ea Agency on Aging wants to remind older Ohioans that assistance 
is available to help with their home energy bills. The Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP) helps Ohioans at or below 175% of the 
Federal Poverty Guidelines for a household of up to seven members 
and 60% of State Median Income for a household of eight or more 
members to pay their heating bills. 

Applied directly to the customer’s utility or bulk fuel bill, the ben-
e� t can help manage heating costs. 

Older Ohioans may go to their local Area Agency on Aging of� ce 
for help with assembling the required documents and completing 
their HEAP application. 

Those in need of assistance may also visit www.energyhelp.ohio.
gov to apply online or to download a copy of the application. 

When applying, individuals need to have copies of the following 
documents most recent utility bills, a list of all household members 
(including birth dates and Social Security numbers), proof of income 
for the past 30 days for all household members (12 months for cer-
tain income types), proof of U.S. citizenship or legal residency for all 
household members and proof of disability (if applicable). 

HEAP bene� ts are applied to an individual’s energy bill after Jan. 
1, 2025. Applications for the HEAP program must be received by 
May 31, 2025. 

For more information or assistance with applying for a HEAP ben-
e� t, contact Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc at 419-524-
4144 and ask for a navigator. To be connected to a local energy as-
sistance provider, call 800- 282-0880 (hearing impaired clients may 
dial 711 for assistance) or visit www.energyhelp.ohio.gov. 

Ohians can receive help from 
Home Energy Assistance Program
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INGREDIENTS
1 Large Navel Orange (1)
3 1/2 cups Cranberries
2–4 Cinnamon Sticks (2 to 4)
2–4 Rosemary Springs (2 to 4)
2 Tbsp. Whole Cloves (2 Tablespoons)
1–4 Star Anise (1 to 4)
6 1/2 cups Water
(You can add more or less of any ingredient to your liking.)

INSTRUCTIONS
Cut oranges into slices. Add oranges, cranberries, cinnamon sticks, rose-
mary sprigs, whole cloves & star anise to your pot of water. Place on 
stove over medium high heat and bring to a quick boil. Lower heat and 
simmer on low uncovered.  Refill water as needed.
Enjoy your simmer pot with its warm and inviting aroma.

Wishing You 
A Merry Christmas

as we refl ect 
on the birth of the Savior

419-756-5368
800-686-4585
www.bdryohio.com

419-756-5368

Cozy Simm�  Pot
                 Fr�  The H� e of T� esa V	 e 

A journey that began 30 years ago will return Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec. 21 and 22 after a 15-year hiatus. “Journey to Bethlehem” is 
a 75-minute tour that visits 15 characters who experienced the � rst 
Christmas — the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Tours begin every 10 
minutes from 3–5 pm each day at the ARC Empowerment Center, 
378 Park Avenue West, on the east side of Sycamore Street.

“We know the story, we read it in the books of Matthew and Luke, 
we hear it in the carols, but I wanted people to hear the story from 
each of the persons who we know were there,” said Paul Lintern.

With music mixed in, the tour begins with a conversation between 
Matthew and Luke, and each group is guided by its own shepherd 
who leads them to the Angel Gabriel, two prophets, an innkeeper 
and people who don’t even identify as part of the Christmas story.

Lintern wrote the Journey to Bethlehem in 1993 for First English 
Lutheran Church, where it was performed nine years in a row.

An outdoor version of the Journey was held at Camp Mowana sev-
eral times about 15 years ago, and “drive-through” versions of the 
Journey were presented.

Some cast will be reprising their roles from up to 30 years ago.
Reservations for the free event can be made by calling the ARC at 

567-241-6781 for speci� c tour times, at 10 minute intervals, with up 
to 12 in a tour. 

Journey to Bethlehem returns
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Piazza San Marco in Venice, Italy • Photo By Mark Shutt

Various local, state and national scholarships are available through 
the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR). Each has separate 
requirements.

The Jared Mans� eld Chapter local scholarship is open to all stu-
dents, both genders, who will be attending OSU-Mans� eld, NCSC or 
the Dwight Schar College of Nursing, Mans� eld and pursuing any 
� eld of study. 

The local scholarship is also open to high school graduating se-
niors. This scholarship is renewable, and the student may apply 
each year. Call Joedy Studer at 419-631-1015 for information. 

The completed application must be postmarked by April 15.
The Ohio Society Daughters of the American Revolution awards 

the “Wings of Eagles” scholarship to graduating high school seniors, 
including those completing a certi� ed home school program, in the 
amount of $1,000 each. 

Awards are based on academic excellence and � nancial need. All 
applicants must be citizens of the United States and legal residents of 
the state of Ohio and must attend an accredited college or university 
in the United States. 

Visit OSDAR at ohiodar.org to obtain a scholarship application. All 
applicants must be sponsored by the local DAR chapter and applica-
tions must be submitted to the local chapter by Jan. 31.

The National DAR also offers scholarships in many different ma-
jors. All students will submit their applications using an online pro-
cess at http://dar.academicworks.com. 

Emailed or mailed applications will no longer be accepted. 

Local, state and national 
DAR scholarships available
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Photos By Traci Little
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419-526-4747 • schmidtsecurity.com

Merry Christmas
& Happy Holidays

Photos and Article By Traci Little
Hope Lutheran Church brought the community together for a de-

lightful Christmas Celebration Cantata featuring the Mans� eld Com-
munity Choir on Sunday, Dec. 15, at 3 pm in the Madison Middle 
School Auditorium.

The event was directed by Craig Green, with Carol Wigal serv-
ing as the rehearsal accompanist and narration provided by Debbie 
Knee. Attendees enjoyed an inspiring musical experience that cap-
tured the joy and beauty of the Christmas season.

The program featured a selection of beloved Christmas carols and 
hymns, arranged to showcase both traditional and contemporary 
pieces. The movements included “This Is the Season” with “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas” (words and music by Phil Barfoot and Re-
becca J. Peck, arranged by Lari Goss); “Christmas Angels Medley” 
(featuring music by Michael W. Smith and Jonas Myrin, arranged by 
Tom Fettke). This medley included classics such as “Hark! The Her-
ald Angels Sing,” “Angels We Have Heard on High” and “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful. Also featured were “Sleeping Adonai” (words and music 
by Heather Sorenson, with a solo performance by Katie Serrao).

The choir also performed “Sing We Now!” (arranged by Lari 
Goss), which included traditional hymns such as “Sing We Now of 
Christmas,” “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” and “God Rest Ye Mer-
ry, Gentlemen.” Also perfromed were “I Heard the Bells on Christ-
mas Day” (words and music by Mark Hall, Bernie Herms, Henry W. 
Longfellow and Dale Oliver, arranged by Dennis Allen); and “O Holy 
Night with Agnus Dei”(arranged by Don Marsh), this powerful con-
clusion left the audience uplifted and re� ective.

The program began with a welcome message from Pastor Ann 
Cammarn, followed by a carol sing-along led by Carol Wigal, accom-
panist. Attendees enthusiastically joined in, � lling the auditorium 
with joyful singing and holiday spirit.

(Continued on Page 13)

Hope Lutheran Church hosts 
Christmas Celebration Cantata
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Photos and Article By Traci Little
Locust Corners Bulk Food & Deli hosted its annual holiday open 

house on Saturday, Dec. 14. This family-owned business began as a 
dream in the spring of 2013 when an opportunity arose to purchase 
a building just across the road from their home. With the help of ma-
ny friends and their church community, that dream became a reality.

Known for their kindness and generosity, the family behind Lo-
cust Corners continues to enjoy meeting and connecting with mem-
bers of their local community. Their loyal customers are a testament 
to the quality and care they put into their work, and they are deeply 
grateful for everyone’s ongoing 
support.

Stop by Locust Corners Bulk 
Food and Deli to explore their 
fresh deli meats and chees-
es, bulk baking ingredients, 
snacks, candies, and so much 
more. They also feature local-
ly grown, seasonal produce. 
Feeling Hungry? Try their cus-
tom-made sandwiches—grilled 
or cold—or grab a slice (or 
whole) of their delicious pizza. 
Plus, enjoy complimentary cof-
fee every day while you shop.

Hours are Monday through 
Friday, 9 am to 5:30 pm and 
Saturday, 9 am to 3 pm. The 
store is closed on Sundays.

������������������������	��������	

Locust Corners hosts open house

�������������� ������������
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Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

419-525-3613
info@zaraconstructioninc.com
www.zaraconstructioninc.com

3240 Park Avenue West, Ontario

Remodeling, Restoration
& New Construction
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Merry Christmas
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& New Construction

(Continued from Page 11)
The Christmas Celebration Cantata was a perfect opportunity for 

families and friends to gather, re� ect on the meaning of the season, 
and celebrate through music and community. The Mans� eld Com-
munity Choir’s heartfelt performance and the evening’s thoughtful 
arrangements created a memorable and moving experience for all 
who attended.

Hope Lutheran Church expressed gratitude to all participants and 
attendees for making the evening such a meaningful celebration of 
faith, joy, and the spirit of Christmas. Hope Lutheran, 2010 Park Ave-
nue West, will host Christmas Eve services, Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 3 pm 
and 7 pm. The Sunday, Dec. 29 service at 10 am will feature lessons 
and carols. Visit lutheranhope.org for more information.

•Hope Lutheran hosts cantata

Photos By Traci Little
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We wish all our neighbors peace, joy and love this Christmas season
and beyond. We are blessed to be part of such a wonderful community.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Merry Christmas, 
neighbors.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006049

Brian R Gates Ins Agcy Inc
Brian Gates CLU ChFC CASL, Agent

2021 Park Avenue West
Ontario, OH  44906
Bus: 419-529-3888

Michelle Gates ChFC, Agent
2021 Park Avenue West

Ontario, OH  44906
Bus: 419-756-5010
michellegates.com
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Photos By Traci Little
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Bellville Christmas Parade  • December 7 • Photos By Jeff Hoffer
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(Continued from Front Page)
privilege to lead this special community which has such a storied 
history and a bright future,” said Mayor Schag.

Margaret Ann Ruhl was chosen as Advocate of the Year. Ruhl has 
been an advocate for older adults, leveraging her extensive public 
service career to champion their needs. As a former Ohio State Rep-
resentative and the Knox County Auditor, she has worked on legis-
lative initiatives addressing workforce development, adult protective 
services, mental health, healthcare access, and �nancial security. 
These issues are critical to seniors’ well being and her engagement 
and support of Agency programs and services exempli�es her dedi-
cation to making a difference in the aging network.

The Award of Excellence went to Steve Andrews, Metropolitan 
Housing Authority. “To see people with a roof over their head and 
stability is an exciting thing! The ability to provide long term, af-
fordable housing at The Ritters Run, and obtain permanent vouchers 
there so those will always be provided so they can stay affordable 
over the long term is nice to see come to fruition.” 

“We also own and manage Turtle Creek Apartments off of Cook 
Road and Lexington Avenue, 158 Senior apartments with all utilities 
provided, free internet, free cable, and making sure our older resi-
dents have some place to call home that is affordable. The majority 
of our units there are covered by vouchers. That’s going to enable 
those living there to never pay more than thirty percent of their in-
come,” said Andrews. 

Under Andrews leadership, MMHA has excelled in its mission to 
provide stable housing for those in need. His commitment is exem-
pli�ed by his efforts to signi�cantly enhance housing resources in 
the community.

Doug McLarnan was inducted into the Hall of Fame (posthumous-
ly). McLarnan always upheld the Agency’s mission, with his com-
mitments as a mentor who prioritized leadership development, en-
suring the organization’s long-term impact. Even after his board 
term ended, he remained actively involved, offering guidance and 
advocating for senior housing solutions, particularly through his 
strong community ties in Knox County. 

“We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Doug’s beloved spouse, 
Wendy McLarnan, and her family, for Doug’s incredible legacy. He’s 
made remarkable contributions. I have to say I have a personal con-

•Area Agency on Aging marks 50 years at annual meeting
nection with Doug. There was a young woman who graduated from 
Mt. Vernon Nazarene College, and Doug took a risk on her and hired 
her at Children Services, and I’m here today because of Doug’s leg-
acy and what he has contributed to my life personally. The Knox 
County Commissioners have also provided a proclamation that will 
be shared with the family in honor of Doug,” Chief Clinical Of�cer 
Diane Ramey remarked. 

As the Area Agency on Aging celebrates its 50th anniversary, it 
continues to prioritize innovation and collaboration to enhance the 
quality of life for older adults. With the support of dedicated staff, 
community partners and visionary leadership, the Agency is poised 
to make an even greater impact in the years to come. For more infor-
mation about the Agency’s services or programs, call 419-524-4144 
or 800-560-5799.

City of Shelby Mayor Steve Schag
Photos By Traci Little
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Candy Cane Trail, Ashland, OH 
•Photos By Jeff Hoffer

Foundation scholarship 
applications accepted 
through April 1

The Richland County Foundation has 
opened its college scholarship application 
earlier this year than in previous years. 

The Foundation hopes students will take 
advantage of the earlier date to complete 
the application over the holiday break in 
December. 

Richland County Foundation offers schol-
arships to graduating high school seniors, 
current college or career tech students, and 
non-traditional students. 

Past recipients of an RCF scholarship are 
eligible to receive awards again. No scholar-
ships through the Foundation are automat-
ically renewable so applicants must apply 
each year.

New applicants, applying for college 
scholarships, including high school seniors 
must have at least a 2.5 grade point aver-
age (GPA), and returning applicants must 
have at least a 2.0 GPA, attend an accredited 
school and be a resident of Richland Coun-
ty, or a graduate of a Richland County high 
school. 

The deadline for college scholarship ap-
plications is April 1. 

The Foundation Board of Trustees also 
awards career technical education (CTE) 
scholarships to individuals who want to ob-
tain certi�cations and credentials at accred-
ited technical institutions. 

CTE applicants must demonstrate aca-
demic readiness for their program through 
one of three ways: WorkKeys Skills Assess-
ment, WebXam Test Report, or a relevant 
academic transcript. The applications will 
be considered as they are re-ceived, and the 
award determinations will be made within 
eight weeks. 

All awarded scholarships will be sent di-
rectly to the school. 

Scholarships awarded through the foun-
dation are primarily based on the �nancial 
need of the applicant. Information used to 
determine needs includes tuition, books, 
fees, room and board expenses, as well as 
any institutional scholarships or grants be-
ing awarded to the student. 

Also considered is the information pro-
vided upon completion of the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Stu-
dents completing the college scholarship ap-
plication must complete a FAFSA; students 
applying for CTE scholarships should com-
plete the FAFSA if it is a requirement for 
their program. 

The FAFSA form is an application for fed-
eral student aid and can help students pay 
for college or career school. Upon full com-
pletion of the form, a Student Aid Index is 
generated, which is used to help determine 
a student’s need for �nancial aid. Students 
should complete the FAFSA application as 
soon as it becomes avail-able.

For information visit richlandcountyfoun-
dation.org or contact Bobby Rhea at 419- 
525-3020 or brhea@rcfoundation.org.

21



Tribune-CourierThursday, December 19, 2024

	��������� ����������� ��
	�
�� ������� ���� �¢�� ��	���� ���
	���������������������������
�
���������� ���� ������� ���
����������	����	������������
������������������

�����������	�
�������¥�¥�¢�¥��������������

�
��

�� �
�������� �� ����� ��� ����
�
��������������
���������

	��������� ����������� ������� ���������� ����� ����

���� ��� ������� ���� ������������������
������� ��������
�������������
�������������������������������
������������������
�������������
�������� ��	����
����� ������� ����������������� ����������	�
�����
���������������
��������������	���������

22

�����������������������
������	�������	����������������
����������������������������
��	����������������������������������
�������	���������	�����������������������������
��������
�����������	��������������������������	���
�	����
�����¦���§������������
�
��	����������������������	�����������������������
��

The Mans�eld Chapter of the 
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) #3190 has announced 
that Alomar Davenport has been 
elected as the new president of 
the organization. 

Davenport, who will serve 
a two-year term, was selected 
during the biannual election of 
of�cers held in November.

Joining Davenport on the ex-
ecutive committee are Den-
nis Baker as vice president and 
Yolanda Allen as secretary. Addi-
tionally, Winston Greene, Betty 
Palmer-Harris and Anne Rhodes 
were elected to serve as at-large 
members.

In celebration of the new lead-
ership, the NAACP #3190 will 
host a community meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 6 pm. The 
meeting will be held at the NE-
CIC Community Outreach Center, 
486 Springmill St. The event aims 
to introduce Davenport and the 
new executive team to the com-
munity and outline the vision for 
the organization’s future.

“We’re excited to present our 
vision for the NAACP and en-
gage the community in our on-
going mission to promote social 
justice, eliminate prejudice and 
secure equal rights for all,” said 
Davenport. “This is a time for 
action and for building momen-
tum in our �ght for equality.”

Leonard Dillon, the outgoing 
president of NAACP #3190, ex-
pressed his con�dence in Dav-
enport’s leadership. “Alomar will 
do an excellent job leading the 
organization, and I look forward 
to assisting him in any way I can. 
I’m excited to serve under his 
leadership as a committee chair.”

The Mans�eld NAACP invites 
all community members to at-
tend the meeting.

For more information call 419-
522-8577.

Davenport named 
new president of 
Mansfield NAACP
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Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights

By Kris Leiter
Redemption just might have been the word of the day in Bellev-

ue’s Lady Red pre-game notes for the game against the Clear Fork 
Lady Colts last Wednesday in the Colt Corral.

This was redemption from last year, Nov. 28, 2023, when the La-
dy Colts notched a victory in Bellevue by one single point (42–41).

Fast forward to this past Wednesday when Clear Fork (5–2, over-
all,  3–1 MOAC) hosted the Bellevue Lady Red (7–0, overall, 2–0, 
Sandusky Bay – Lake Conference). They would keep things close on 
the scoreboard, but not without a �ght.

As the �rst quarter came and went and the second quarter ended, 
the score was 20–19, Colts leading.

Both teams would be �ghting for the lead. With two lead changes, 
Lady Red was on the heels of the Lady Colts 

Midway through the third quarter, the Lady Red snuck the lead at 
28–27 and wrapped the third quarter, to hold at 36–33.

At 5:48 in the third, the Colts would not let things get complacent 
and were fouled by Bellevue but capitalized by dropping 2–4 free 
throws, along with a steal by junior Eliana Pelkey to take the lead 
back 40–39!

Lady Red would counter with a big 3 by 6’ 3” junior Carrington 
Savage and another four lead changes would take place. Lady Red 
was now leading 42–40 with 4:05 left in the third quarter. 

What a game! Neither team would lead by a margin of 4 points at 
any given time.

Enter quarter number 4 and what would it behold?
How about another tie? At 3:47, Lady Red would foul sophomore, 

Hailly Thrush.
Thrush would drop both free throws and edge the lead to 42-42!
Who would break the deadlock? At 2:48 remaining, hence, Clear 

Fork household name, senior, Mel Blubaugh would sink another 
2-pointer to gain the lead 44-42!

Could the Colts ring another victory bell for a two-fer victory to 
add to the victory column from last year’s win?

As the clock would tick under a minute, the intensity was amaz-
ing! At :43 seconds, Bellevue �ipped the script and sophomore Ellie 
Freitag hit a 3-pointer for another lead change to 45–44!

Clear Fork would need to stop the clock and with:10 seconds left, 
they would need to foul, and foul they did. Lady Red, senior, Hailey 
Rees would go to the free throw line with the lead 45-44.

At :02 on the clock, Reds would make 1 of 2 free throws, and 
would put Lady Red ahead by two points, 46–44!

As the �nal horn would sound, the Lady Red claimed redemption 
with a �nal of 46-44. Hats off to both teams!

Leading the scoring column for the Lady Colts was Mel Blubaugh 
with 18 points, along with four 3-pointers. Brinley Barnett tallied 9 
points.

24

Lady Colts narrowly fall 
short to Bellevue 44–46

ontario vs norwalk 
varsity basketball • dec. 7
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Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights
Madison vs Galion wrestling Dual • dec. 13 • Colts win 39–33

Photos By Lilliana Allen

25



Tribune-CourierThursday, December 19, 202426

Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights
madison vs ontario girls varsity basketball • dec. 10 

Madison Wins 50–46 • Photos By LillianA ALLEN
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Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights
madison vs ontario girls junior varsity basketball • dec. 10 

Madison Wins 43–38 • Photos By LillianA ALLEN



Tribune-CourierThursday, December 19, 202428

Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights
MADISON VS mansfield senior varsity basketball • DEC. 13 

tygers win 85–69 • Photos By LILLIANA ALLEN
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Tribune-Courier Sports Highlights
MADISON VS mansfield senior junior varsity basketball • DEC. 13 

Tygers win 60–41 • Photos By LILLIANA ALLEN
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CLASSIFIEDS

The Marilyn Archer Annual scholarship information has been up-
dated. All senior high school students in Richland County are eligi-
ble to apply for the scholarship by already having or opening a free 
savings account at Advantage Credit Union. Students can become a 
member at no cost. 

For over 30 years, the credit union has awarded a $1,000 check to 
a local high school graduate to help towards their college expenses. 

With a 500-word essay, along with a high school transcript, list 
of extracurricular activities and statement of desire, one senior will 
earn $1,000 towards making their � rst year at college a little easier. 

Applications are due by Monday, March 31, 2025, at 5 pm. 
If a student does not have a free Advantage savings account, the 

credit union will open one for them and make a $5 deposit. Appli-
cants may visit the of� ce at 700 Stumbo Rd., in Ontario, Monday 
through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm. A valid government issued photo ID 
is required.

Scholarship applications being accepted
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICE                  
         

The following is a succinct summary of 
the legislation adopted by the Council 
of the City of Ontario, at their regular 
meeting held on December 4, 2024.  
The complete text of this Ordinance 
may be viewed and copies obtained 
at the Offi ce of the Clerk of Council, 
Ontario Municipal Building, 555 Stum-
bo Road, Ontario, Ohio, during regular 
business hours.
ORDINANCE NO. 24-23 – AN ORDI-
NANCE AMENDING VARIOUS SEC-
TION OF CHAPTER 193 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF ONTARIO REGARDING 
MUNICIPAL TAX, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.
RESOLUTION NO. 24 – 15 – A 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
ADOPTION OF THE 2024 ONTARIO 
COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY 
PLAN.
ORDINANCE NO. 24-25 – AN OR-
DINANCE REZONING PARCEL #s 
038-60-170-12-000 and 038-60-170-
13-000 ON MABEE ROAD FROM 
R1- LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL 
TO B- BUSINESS DISTRICT, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
ORDINANCE NO. 24-29 –  AN ORDI-
NANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1137- 
STANDARD ZONING DISTRICTS; 
1137.05 - B-BUSINESS DISTRICT; 
PARAGRAPH (C) CONDITIONALLY 
PERMITTED USES, AND DECLAR-
ING AN EMERGENCY.

Cathy VanAuker
Clerk of Council

City of Ontario, OH
(T-C 12-12, 19 ‘24) (40L)




